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Electronic configuration
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A schematic representation of the order in which
orbitals are filled.
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Quantum Numbers
► The early quantitative description of electronic structure

came from Niels Bhor in 1913, and involve a planetary
picture of the atom. Electrons were considered as particles
which revolve around the nucleus in stationary planar
orbits and which had definite energies.

► In the 1920s the theory of quantum mechanics for the
description of ultra-small particles was developed as was
quantum theory of atomic structure.

► The electrons are placed in discrete volumes of space
about the nucleus, these volumes of pace are referred to by
the term atomic orbitals, and the electrons contained
within their boundaries are described by a set of four
numbers called the Quantum Numbers:
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Quantum Numbers

The relation of a particular electron to the nucleus can be described
through a series of four numbers, called the Quantum Numbers.

• The first three of these numbers describe

1-The energy (Principle quantum number).

2-Shape (Angular momentum quantum number).

3-orientation of the orbital (magnetic quantum number).

4-The fourth number represents the "spin" of the electron (spin
quantum number).
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Describe the energy level on which the orbitals resides (the
energy associated with the electron increases as it located
farther from nucleus).
The integer value of n = 1, 2, 3, …, ∞ All orbitals that have the
same value of n are said to be in the same shell (level).

1. The principal Quantum Number (n):

2. The suborbital quantum number or the angular
quantum number (ɭ ):

Describe the shape of the orbitals or the electron cloud.
This number can assume integer values limited by the
corresponding value of n.
ɭ = 0 , 1, 2 , ... (n – 1) It divides the shells into smaller subshells.
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when n = 1, ɭ can only equal 0; meaning that shell n = 1 has
only an s orbital (ɭ = 0). when n = 3, ɭ can equal 0, 1, or 2;
meaning that shell n = 3 has s, p, and d orbitals.

The orbitals have points with zero probability of finding an
electron. These are called nodes and the nodal planes pass
through the nucleus of the atom.

Example:
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3. The magnetic quantum number ( mɭ ):

• Specifies the orientation in space of an orbital of a given
energy(n) and shape ɭ The value of m ɭ = …, - 1, 0 , + 1, …

This number divides the subshells into individual orbitals
which hold the electrons. there are 2ɭ +1 orbitals in each
subshell.

• For example, if the value of ɭ = 1 (p orbital), you can write
three values for this number: –1, 0, and +1.

This means that there are three different p subshells for a
particular
    orbital.

The subshells have the same energy but different
orientations in space.



► (l) = 0, 1, 2, 3 Where   s=0, p=1, d=2, f=3
► mℓ = (-3, -2, -1, 0, +1,+2, +3

► s= 0

► p= (-1, 0, +1) e.g. mℓ for oxygen = -1

►  d= (-2, -1, 0, +1,-2)

► f= (-3, -2, -1, 0, +1,+2, +3)
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4. The spin quantum number (ms ):

Specifies the orientation of the spin axis of an electron. The
spin quantum number describes the direction the electron
is spinning in a magnetic field.

Only two values are allowed: +1/2 or –1/2
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Ionization

► - When an atom gains an electron, it becomes negatively
charged (more electrons than protons ) and is called an
anion.

► - In the same way that nonmetal atoms can gain electrons,

► - metal atoms can lose electrons and they become
positively charged cations.

► - Cations are always smaller than the original atom.

► - Conversely, anions are always larger than the original
atom.
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Oxidation states
► The elements of boron family have 2s2 2p1 configuration

which means that they have 3 valance electron available
for bond formation. By loosing these electrons they are
accepted to show +3 oxidation states in there compounds.
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- When elements are arranged in order of increasing atomic
number,

     there is a periodic repetition of their physical and
chemical properties.

- Horizontal rows = periods There are 7 periods

- Vertical column = group (or family) Similar physical &
chemical prop. Identified by number & letter (IA, IIA)

The Periodic Law
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